
Advanced World History  

Course Syllabus, 2021-22 

 

Compelling Intent:  We will use the story of the past to stimulate and nurture our intellectual process.   

 

Central Theme: History is the study of Power.   

• Power can be economic, social or political.   

• We will study the historical Power Cycle:  acquisition of Power, maintenance of Power, abuse of Power, challenge to 

Power, and overthrow of Power.   

• Discuss the meaning and assess the validity of this statement by Thomas Hobbes who infamously said, “I put for the 
general inclination of all mankind, a perpetual and restless desire of power after power, that ceaseth only in death.”   

 

Thematic Construction:  The chronological historical framework of the course of study is reorganized into themes.  

• Reorganizing the history into themes allows students to dig deeper into the history. Depth vs Breadth.   

• Develop a better understanding and appreciation for the integration, dependency, and significance of history.   

• Progress critical thinking processes  

 

Units 

Foundations:  Establish key definitions and understanding of foundational concepts that will be used throughout the year.    

 

Absolutism to Popular Sovereignty: Political Power: What does power look like?  How is it attained, used and abused?  

Power corrupts. Absolute Power corrupts absolutely.   

 

Challenging the Status Quo:  Questioning and speaking truth to Power. 

   

Revolutions:  The struggle against Political and Social Power:  Establish the economic, social, and political (ESP) 

circumstances that push a people to desire and act to be free from absolute rule, and trace the struggles for liberty.  

 

Nationalism:  To Be a Great Nation, A Nation of Great Power:  Examine how nationalism was used by political and social 

leaders as a motivating force for a people to become a great nation and consequently a great power.   

 

20
th

 Century Totalitarians: Revenge of the Absolutes:  Discuss the ESP circumstances that allow totalitarians to seize and 

control the people.   

 

The Ultimate Power Struggles of the 20th Century:  Examine the ultimate power struggles, WWI and WWII.   

 

Cornucopia: The Good, The Bad and The Dumpster Fires:  Uncover interesting and engaging historical topics.   

 

Reflective Expression of Authentic Learning (REAL) 

REAL is your learning journal of observations, thoughts and other relevant understandings during the year’s study. 

• Enhance and reflect your learning through the process of reflection, critical-purposeful thinking, and writing.  

• A year-long active evolution and serves as an assessment of your learning.  

• REAL is your voice and your means to express your educational experiences.   

• A significant determinant of your course grade.   

 

The World Peace Game 

The World Peace Game is a hands-on, multi-dimensional, geopolitical simulation that emulates the experiences of world 

leaders.  Each class will take part in the simulation during the regularly scheduled class period over the span of three weeks 

at some point of the school year.   

Required Complementary Reading 

1. The Prince by Niccolò Machiavelli (August) 

2. Animal Farm by George Orwell (Spring Semester) 



Schoology 

Schoology is a learning management platform.  

• Class bulletin board for announcements 

• Access materials, complete assignments, and discuss course content 

• Web based and accessed with any device connected to the internet.  

 

Student Expectations 

It is assumed that students know how to appropriately conduct themselves in the classroom.  

• DO WHAT YOU KNOW TO BE RIGHT AND PROPER 

• Do the next right thing.   

• Act in accordance with the Spartan Code, classroom procedures, and civilized decorum. 

 

Assessment 

All assignments – as a whole and the varying elements of the assignment-- will be assessed and reported to you.  (See the 

document SEARS for an explanation of the grading philosophy and procedures.)  

5 Exceeds the standard/expectation:  far surpasses the expectations described in the assignment.  

4 Meets the standard/expectation:  satisfactorily accomplishes objective and intent described in the assignment.   

3 Approaches the standard/expectation:  does not fully meet the objective-intent of the assignment.  The product may fall 

short in one or more areas of content, application, or communication.   

2 Falls short of the standard/expectation:  work is lacking in a number of requirements to meet the objective-intent of the 

assignment.  The product may fall short in several areas of content, application or communication.   

1 Attempt falls well short of standard/expectation.  submitted a product that was significantly lacking the elements needed to 

meet the objective-intent as described.    

 

PowerSchool  

Individual assignment scores will be posted in PowerSchool,  

• WILL NOT calculate to a grade. It’s just a report to you and your parents.   

• Periodically, a progress grade using the traditional 100-point scale will be posted.  

• This “grade” will represent the overall level of proficiency at the time of the report.  

• The 100-point grade WILL NOT be an average of the assignments reported nor an average of progress grades. It 

will be Mr. Hnizdil’s overall assessment of your progress in meeting the expectations in formal, informal activities in 

and out of class. 

 

Contact Information 

Email: hnizdilp@mtnbrook.k12.al.us  

To share “Google Docs”  hnizdilp@student.mtnbrook.k12.al.us  

Phone: 871-3516 x 7532 
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